
WirelessEstimator.com has been requested by the undersigned, Mr. John Sandford and Mr. 
Kevin Reski, to submit their comments and recommendations to the Federal Communications 

Commission regarding:  
 

WT Docket No. 03-187, FCC 06-164, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,  
“Effects of Communication Towers on Migratory Birds” 

 
I have been around guyed and other tower sites for 15 years and cannot recall any 
great amount of bird carcasses, or at least a number that would exceed what one 
expects to see in any woodland or urban environment.  
 
I have read a little more than a hundred of the comments that have been sent to the 
FCC over the past years and they distill down to approximately two questionable 
studies that are typically cited as the reason for America’s purported outrage at the 
number of birds that are killed by the existence of communications towers.  
 
Instead of Audubon groups and others providing adequate analysis and substantiated 
facts as to why the FCC’s considered changes are necessary, their reasoning is 
always based upon two flawed studies, according to the authors’ scientific peer 
groups.  
 
We’re all well-intentioned in our desire to insure that we leave a better environment 
for our grandchildren, but let’s not allow this cause celebre to hijack the emotions of 
the country and have the FCC react based upon insufficient guidance and 
information.  
 
The FCC appears to be planning to require changing out all red incandescent systems 
to white strobe lights – and they’re asking the public for their comments regarding 
this move.  
 
There’s only one counterplan that is acceptable. When the FCC can provide empirical 
data from accredited studies that white strobes will solve the problem, the country 
will march in unison with that decision and relamp the industry.  
 
Let’s not relegate this important issue to an unacceptable auto repair process of 
changing out parts until such time as a real diagnosis for the trouble can be made 
and the problem is resolved.  
 
With this Notice of Public Rulemaking the FCC has put the tower industry in a 
position of having to prove that the national bird kill phenomenon isn't real, giving 
the appearance of credibility to conservation groups’ beliefs based upon inadequate 
studies - and painting tower owners as uncaring custodians of our environment.  
 
Bird fatalities around a small number of tower sites at certain times of the year are 
very real. But the inflated, faulty fatality projections and the FCC’s unacceptable 
quick fixes are not.  
 
John Sandford  
Darien, CT  
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + +  



If us nature lovers, bird watchers, bird hunters, bird feeders, and tower workers are 
concerned about loss of life of the flying bird species due to collision with 
communication type structures, I would have thought by now we would have 
recognized it as a problem years ago since we as lovers of the outdoors are the 
ultimate "on tower site" visitors and experts. Speaking only for myself with 32 full 
time tower service years plus 8 (younger) part time tower years of exposure to the 
resident birds and millions of annual migratory birds which bless the general 
geographical vicinity of the Great Plains States twice each year, I can count upwards 
of 4 to 5 birds that I can recall finding dead due to obvious collision with 
communication structures when I have been on a tower site.  
 
By doing the math, that is 1 dead bird found I find on an average of every 10 years 
after visiting an approximate average of 500 communication tower sites per year in 
the Minnesota, Dakotas & Montana flyways (some years have been over 1,000+ 
tower sites I have visited per year replacing tower lights, climbing inspections, etc.) 
multiplied by my 32 years of (full time) tower site "visits", equals an estimated and 
approximate personal visual confirmation of one confirmed dead bird every 5,000 
tower "visits" in one of the heaviest known populations of flying birds (migratory & 
otherwise) in the USA. I have never met or been interviewed by a professional or 
non-professional dead bird counter at a tower site or any other location in my life. 
This fact makes me concerned that dead bird count "accuracy" by others with 
relationships to towers in this region of the USA is non-existent.  
 
Kevin Reski, President  
Great Plains Towers, West Fargo, ND  
 
PS: I personally find and bury approximately 20 to 30 dead (non-migratory) birds 
which fly into windows and die at our home each year. This post script data is 
volunteered for those good meaning people, fellow nature lovers (or their councils) 
that find it necessary to start legislation to board-up or paint over the 28 windows on 
my house. 


